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GRANDPARENTS RAISING GRANDCHILDREN 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [12.54 pm]:  I want to recognise the hard work of some special residents in our 
state.  Grandparents raising grandchildren have worked tirelessly to bring the needs and challenges that face 
them on a daily basis to the attention of the government.  In order to inform and support their co-grandparents, 
they hosted a forum in Kingsley on 25 October on how to identify and break the cycle of substance abuse, and to 
celebrate breaking the stereotype that grandparents face when raising grandchildren.  It was supported by a grant 
from the Council of the Ageing to celebrate Seniors Week.  In attendance were representatives from the 
minister’s office; Susan Thornton, a grandparents’ liaison officer; and several humanitarian organisations that 
heard first-hand of the trials and continuing fight these grandparents experience. 

I would like to acknowledge Mr Bruce Horgan, Nolene Baron and the brave grandparents who gave their 
families stories.  I also acknowledge my staff member, Kym Edwin, who worked alongside Bruce to assist in 
making the day such a success. 

Grandparents who are raising their grandchildren provide a very important service of love to the children they 
care for and the community as a whole.  I have some issues that have been raised and I will pass them on to the 
Minister for Sport and Recreation and the Minister for Energy.  I encourage the ministers and the relevant 
departments to consider and take into account our ever-changing world and, in this case, the huge number of 
grandparents who are now taking on “by choice” the parenting role of their grandchildren due to alcohol and 
drug-related issues, imprisonment, death, domestic violence, child abuse and child abandonment. 

Congratulations to all involved; it was a terrific day. 
 


